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Although the silkworm had been long introduced
into France, by far the greater part of the silk stuffs,
then so largely used, was imported from Italy. So
also were the brocades and the cloth of gold and
silver, to the purchase of which a considerable part
of the revenue of the upper classes was devoted at a
time when a man of fashion often wore the value-of
his estate upon his back. No doubt it would have
been better had the wealth thus wasted been used in
improving the land of the gentry, and in the employ-
ment of productive labourers ; thus increasing their
wages and enabling them to create a new market for
native produce, by the purchase of those necessaries
which they were now unable to procure. And this
Sully would have attempted to effect by sumptuary
enactments. Indeed the insolent luxury and taste-
less profusion of the publicans and usurers, parasites,
who had taken advantage of the weakness of the
body politic to settle upon it and to suck its blood,
their tarts flavoured with ambergris, their hangings
of cloth of gold and fountains of costly perfumes,
their studs and harems, might well seem to deserve
the lash of the law. But sumptuary restrictions have
rarely produced the intended result, and the protec-
tive legislation by which Henry IV. fostered the
growth of manufactures to satisfy the wants of
luxury and ostentation was so far successful that, in
foreign markets as well as at home, the silks of Lyons
and Tours, the cloth of gold of Paris, the tapestry
of Gobelins, soon successfully competed with the pro-
duce of the towns of Italy and Flanders. Thus, not
only was domestic luxury made the means of finding
employment for the urban population, but France